CHAPTER XIV

IN JOURNEYINGS OFTEN

SPENDER could not be described as a great traveller as journalistic
travelling, particularly the travelling of American journalists,
goes in these days, but lie managed over a considerable span of years
to see something of three continents besides his own.v In early
days going abroad meant going to Italy or the French Riviera,
or perhaps Germany or Normandy, for the annual holiday, limited
to six weeks. It was not till 1911, when Spender had been nearly
nineteen years on the Westminster, and editor of it for nearly sixteen,
that more ambitious travels proved possible. The Coronation
Durbar at Delhi was to be held in the autumn of that year, and
every London paper was sending out a special correspondent to
describe it. Spender decided that he would go himself for the
Westminster, encouraged the more thereto by a cordial invitation
from an old friend, Sir George Roos-Keppel, then High Com-
missioner of the North West Provinces. Between then and 1932,
the date of the last of the longer tours, Spender spent some months
in Egypt (as a member of the Milner Mission) in 1919-20, and
again in 1931; he went to the United States in 1921 (for the Wash-
ington Naval Conference) and again in 1927; he revisited India
in 1926; and went on what was purely a pleasure-trip, the only
purely pleasure-trip he ever undertook outside Europe, to the
West Indies in 1932-3. The journeys, as might be expected, yielded
some hundreds of articles, and three books.

The first visit to India might well have been the second, for in
1907 W. T. Stead conceived an ill-advised project for a visit of
English Liberal journalists to India to make common cause with
Indian National Congress speakers who were agitating against
certain prosecutions of newspapers by the Government A. G.
Gardiner was approached, and wrote to ask Spender what he
thought. Spender in reply wrote:

"Stead put the same question to me a few weeks ago, and I
replied after some thinking about it that I did not see my way
to go or to send a nominee. I told him I thought a few good
journalists might do real service by going out and talking pri-
vately with the leaders of the Indian movement and editors of
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